
Hilltop NewsHilltop News

November 2015

1352 Slate Hill Road

Camp Hill, PA 17011

Phone: 717-737-8150

E-Mail: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Website: www.slatehillmennonite.org

Office Hours:  

Tuesday through Thursday 9:00-4:30;

Friday by appointment

In This Issue:

Upcoming Events................................................... 2

tech4Tanzania News...............................................3

Thanksgiving Meal at Camp Hebron.....................4

Connect, Engage, & Relate ....................................5

Ryan & Friends for WPFG Radio Station..............6

Mother & Daughter Slumber Party ........................7

Cumberland Vista Events with Slate Hill ..............8

Lift Your Glad Voices............................................10

Healing Communities ...........................................10

New Hope Ministries.............................................11

It’s Not About You! ...............................................12

Hats, Hats, and More Hats!!! ................................12

Rachel Hoover Sets Roots in Shirati ..................13

Birthdays and Anniversaries ...............................15

Ministry Assignments 2015-2016 ........................16



2

Pastor: Lynn Shertzer

Associate Pastor of Community Life: Joy Fasick

Administrative Assistant: Fran Leiter

Lay Elders: Jen Fredrick, Dave Bauman, Caleb Miller,
Ron Hershey

Staff E-mail Addresses:
Lynn Shertzer: lynn_shertzer@verizon.net
Joy Fasick: jfasick@comcast.net
Administrative Assistant, Fran Leiter: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Church Office Hours:

Monday No office hours
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday By Appointment

Nov. 1 Daylight Saving Time ends

Nov. 6 Ladies Fellowship & Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM

Cumberland Vista Singing, Skit & Snack Night ~ 6:30 PM

Nov. 8 Healing Worship Service
Hosting Messiah College Students for Lunch

Nov. 12 MCC Project Night ~ 6:45 PM

Nov. 20 Ladies Fellowship & Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM

Dec. 4 Ladies Fellowship & Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM

Cumberland Vista; Decorate Christmas Cookies ~ 6:30 PM

Dec. 5 Cookie Walk Benefit for tech4Tanzania ~ 9:00 AM

Dec. 6 Southeast Asian Fellowship Worship/Lunch ~ 12:00

Dec. 13 Potluck Lunch and Congregational Meeting
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Opportunities abound to help and support tech4Tanzania in the month of November! Due to national
elections in Tanzania, the shipping of the container of medical and computer supplies was delayed.
Praise God, the election went smoothly and the government soon will begin transitioning, allowing
shipment of the container. The delay created more opportunities to receive additional equipment. In
the meantime, help is needed to bubble-wrap and tag the additional items. When a shipping date is
confirmed, lots of willing hands will be needed to stuff the sea container. Forklifts will load heavy and
bulky items but volunteers are needed to stuff every empty nook and cranny to keep contents from
shifting in rough seas. Volunteers will be needed in the morning of the designated date from 8:30 to
11:30.

The beloved Cookie Walk returns to Slate Hill Saturday, December 5, from 9 till noon. It was quite a
success last year, thanks to many Slate Hillers who cranked out tasty, lovely Christmas cookies by
the dozens. May we count on you again? This year bakers can take advantage of free baking ingre-
dients since tech4Tanzania received a grant to supply bakers with many ingredients! Watch for the
bake table and sign up sheet in the lobby during November to take advantage of the free ingredients
so all you need do is pour your heart into baking and providing cookies for the Cookie Walk. Please
start researching your recipes and planning your tastiest, festive cookies now. Gluten-free cookies
were welcomed by many patrons last year.

Don’t forget to come out on Saturday, December 5th to purchase your holiday cookies! For a sug-
gested donation, you can stuff supplied containers with cookies of your choice. Plan your gift list now
so you can take full advantage of the Cookie Walk! Don’t forget neighbors, teachers, mail personnel,
beauticians, relatives, coworkers, etc. when making your list as they will appreciate the goodies. You
will save a lot of time by supporting the Cookie Walk instead of doing your own holiday baking—and
there will be no clean up! It’s a win-win situation for all.

Please pray our work together is pleasing to God and helpful in God's efforts for peace, hope and jus-
tice for all people. Please join us in any of the above listed events. Share the joy of service together
in Christ. For more information or to volunteer, contact Randy Barr at rw.barr@yahoo.com or 717-
903-9698. See the website at: tech4tanzania.org.

Tech4Tanzania is an interfaith humanitarian organization which endeavors to assist partners in Tanzania by enriching
educational programs, enhancing medical care, and expanding occupational and service opportunities.
We strive to achieve these goals in the following specific ways:

• sending equipment and supplies to schools, hospitals and small business operators.
• supporting the maintenance of equipment sent and training in the use of the technology provided.
• facilitating study in the U.S. of our Tanzanian partners who are committed to upgrading their

credentials and skills
• arranging for short-term volunteers from the U.S. to travel to Tanzania to share their educational,

medical, or technical expertise and further develop our vision of partnership.
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The Connect Engage Relate team is encouraging everyone in the Slate Hill family to stay

alert for opportunities to share with others how God has worked in your life.

For some new ideas or reminders, check the lists below. You’ll find a list for adults and a

list for youth, but many of these ideas work for any age group. It’s also fine to go “off the

list” and follow ideas God gives you! Either way, take time on Sunday mornings to place a

stone during the offering time to commemorate the opportunities God provided. This is a

way to give thanks for God’s provision and presence in each interaction.

Especially for adults, but open to all:

♦ Participate in a kit, songs, and snacks at Cumberland Vista on Nov. 6, 6:30PM

♦ Invite someone to your home for hot cider.

♦ Go Black Friday shopping with a friend.

♦ Share your hunting harvest with someone in need.

♦ Take a walk with a co-worker during your lunch hour.

♦ Volunteer at New Hope and connect with families or individuals in need.

♦ Bake a pumpkin pie for your neighbor.

♦ Invite someone who might be spending Thanksgiving alone this year to join you.

♦ Share your Thanksgiving dinner leftovers with an elderly friend, neighbor, or a recuper-

ating friend.

Especially for youth, but open to all:

♦ Put a kind note in someone’s locker at school.

♦ Find someone who is sitting alone at lunch then sit with them.

♦ Invite a friend or an acquaintance for pumpkin carving.

♦ Invite a friend or an acquaintance to your home to study for an upcoming test.

♦ Help neighbors with leaf-raking and fall clean-up.

Submitted by Jen Fredrick
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NOVEMBER 13
WPFG 91.3FM

Presents Ryan & Friends
Ryan & Friends will perform for WPFG’s Banquet at West Shore Evangelical

Free Church, 1345 Williams Grove Road, Mechanicsburg.

The buffet dinner begins at 6:00 PM followed by Ryan & Friends at 7:15 PM.
Tickets: Dinner & Show-$20.00 ~ Show Only-$10.00

Christian comedian, Ryan &
Friends, has delighted audi-
ences around the globe and
will perform at the WPFG
Christian Radio fundraising
banquet on Friday, Nov. 13th at
the West Shore Evangelical
Free Church located on Wil-
liams Grove Road.

Tickets are available for the
dinner and show at $20 per
person or for the show only at
$10 per person. You won’t
want to miss this show!

If you wish to be seated with
friends, please sign up at the
bulletin board and give your
check (payable to Cumberland
Valley Christian Radio) to Fran
Leiter before Nov. 5th.

Learn more about this gifted
young man and preview his tal-
ent and humor at:

http:www.ryanandfriends.com

Support your local

Christian radio station!
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Slate Hill Mennonite and Cumberland Vista 2015-16 Events

Everyone at Slate Hill is invited to befriend the wonderfully grace-filled residents of Cumber-
land Vista. For those who may be unfamiliar with Cumberland Vista, it is a Christian group
home in Dillsburg for eight intellectually disabled adults. A variety of special events are
planned this year to strengthen the ties between Slate Hill and these neighbors. Why not pick
an event that interests you, or looks like fun, then come on out and get your feet wet experi-
encing some of God’s grace.

2015

Nov. 1 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

Nov. 6 6:30PM Skit, Songs, Snacks at Cumberland Vista

Dec. 4 6:30PM Christmas Cookie Decorating at Cumberland Vista

Dec. 6 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

2016

Jan. 3 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

Jan. 9 6:30PM Pizza and MOVIE NIGHT at Cumberland Vista

Joshua Dean (purple shirt) with Cum-

berland Vista residents (L to R) Lonie,

Chris and Brian)

Jimmy Redline flexes his muscle

for Janet Zimmerman.
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Feb. 5 6:30PM Skit, Songs, Snacks at Cumberland Vista

Feb. 7 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

March 4 6:00PM Set up for Spring Fling (SHMC volunteers only—we need your
help!) A pizza supper will be provided for volunteers.

March 5 12-4:00PM SPRING FLING at Slate Hill Mennonite

March 6 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

April 1 6:30PM Skit, Songs, Snacks at Cumberland Vista

April 3 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

May 1 9:30AM Cum. Vista joins Slate Hill for worship followed by a Special

Needs Sunday School Class

May 6 6:30PM Homemade Ice Cream, Skit, Songs, Snacks at Cumberland
Vista

TO BE ANNOUNCED: HERSHEY BEARS Game (on a Sunday afternoon)

HARRISBURG SENATOR’S GAME (on a Sunday afternoon)

CUMBELAND VISTA is one of three Christian group homes for intellectually disabled adults oper-
ated by C.R.O.S.S. Inc. (Christian Residential Opportunities & Social Services). Cumberland Vista
is located behind Cumberland Valley Brethren In Christ Church, at the top of the hill.

Directions to Cumberland Vista from Rt. 15 and Lisburn Road

Head west on Lisburn Road 1.3 miles.
At traffic light at Williams Grove Road make a LEFT (heading south) for 2.1 miles.
At the stop sign at 74 North (Carlisle Road/York Road) make a RIGHT. Go 0.5 miles.
Slow down as you approach the Cumberland Valley Brethren In Christ Church on your left.
Make a LEFT into the church parking lot and keep going straight up the driveway and up the hill.
The driveway will eventually turn to the right and then curve to the left up the hill.
Cumberland Vista is at the top of the hill.
Park either in the back lot (basement level) which you will come to first OR in the top parking lot
(which is actually the front of the house but faces the back of the property).
We usually begin meeting in the basement. For special events (where we will be cooking/baking),
we usually converge on the first floor which is the top entrance.

For more information, contact Ulli Klemm (724) 464-8748 or ulliklemm@yahoo.com
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Lift Your Glad Voices!
"We want you back!" That was the
refrain from both New Hope Ministries
Mechanicsburg and Dillsburg to Slate
Hill Mennonite, inviting folks from our
church to delight their more vulnera-
ble senior citizens with some holiday
cheer. "We so consider you part of our
family," said Maureen Neary from
New Hope.

Each center will host a special Senior
Citizens Christmas luncheon for their
most impoverished senior citi-
zens. For the past six years Slate Hill
has been asked to provide the musical
entertainment. Instrumentalists and
kids are welcome! The tentative dates
and times of these parties are as fol-
lows:

Wed. Dec. 16, 2015,
12:00PM (time to be confirmed later)

New Hope Ministries
West Shore Center

5228 E. Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg
PA 17050

Friday, Dec. 18, 2015,
12:30PM (time to be confirmed later)

New Hope Ministries
Dillsburg Center

Event hosted by Calvary United
Methodist Church

203 Mumper Lane, Dillsburg, PA
17019

Contact Ulli Klemm at (717) 458-
5133 or ulliklemm@yahoo.com if
you'd like to be part of this missional
outreach in our community.

On Friday, October 23rd I attended the Heal-
ing Communities Training developed by the Annie
E. Casey Foundation and sponsored by the Penn-
sylvania Council of Churches. During this training I
interacted directly with ministers and volunteers
from several faiths including A.M.E., Baptist,
Church of the Brethren, Episcopal, Methodist,
Quaker, and Wicca. We focused our day on is-
sues of mass incarceration in our society and how
this impacts our entire community.

We focused much of our time on how to cre-
ate a culture of support for victims, offenders, fami-
lies, friends, and the community. Seven questions
we reflected on are as follows:

1. Why are we so ashamed of those who commit
crimes in our communities?

2. Am I ashamed of my own family member who is
incarcerated? If so, what am I ashamed of?

3. Are we afraid of those in prison or who have
been in prison? What are we afraid of and why?

4. How do we, as a community, move beyond
shame and fear to assume the role we should be
playing?

5. What can we do to be more welcoming to re-
turning citizens and more embracing of their fami-
lies?

6. Are you visiting your family member in pris-
on? Are you visiting the people in your congrega-
tion in prison? Their family members?

7. How can we reconcile and restore those who
have been in prison back into the heart of our
community?

I'd welcome the opportunity to talk in more
depth with anyone from Slate Hill who believes in
balancing justice with mercy. How could we sup-
port both victims and offenders and their families
at Slate Hill? If you've been affected by these
issues in your life or would like to discuss cre-
ating a healing community at Slate Hill, please
call me at 717-512-3927, or email me
at tmiller17112@gmail.com.
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Serving the Mechanicsburg

Community

5228 East Trindle Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Wish List

We are collec� ng 
new items for our

Christmas Blessings
Express Program.

Please check our
website for details.

www.nhm-pa.org

Thank
you for
blessing

our
ministry!

~ Mary

Do you have a
couple of

hours to give?
The following

volunteer
opportuni� es are 

available:

Food Pantry USDA
Desk

Computer & So�  
Skills Teachers &

Assistants

Cooking Class

A� erschool Program

Volunteer
applica� ons can be 
obtained by visi� ng 
our website or by
stopping by the

center.

You cannot imagine the differ-
ence you make in client families’
lives by par� cipa� ng in helping 
make Christmas a special one,
full of wonderful life-long memo-
ries.

It’s � me for New Hope’s “Christmas Blessing
Express,” an event where our guests are able to
“shop” for gi� s for the whole family; then, if de-
sired, our volunteers can wrap the gi� s for 
them.

Items can be dropped off at the center before
December 15th, Monday – Friday 9:00 am - 4:00
pm. Please check our website for more details.

www.nhm-pa.org
Your Local Manager: Mary Wheeler

Beginning November 1st, there

will be a table in the church lob-

by with paper Christmas orna-

ments listing gift donations most

desired by New Hope clientele.

Select one or more of the orna-

ments then buy and return the

designated items – unwrapped –

to a box under the mailboxes no

later than Sunday, December

13th. Desired gift donations

range from toys and clothing to

household goods and personal

care items.

Not only will you be blessing

others with your energy, time,

and love but you will be blessed

in return knowing you have giv-

en tremendous joy to others

who now will be able to experi-

ence the joy of giving to their

loved ones this Christmas.

To learn more about this pro-
gram and the other services
New Hope Ministries provides,
go to their website at

www.nhm-pa.org.

Evangelism, Peace and Service
Commission
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A sure-fire way to lift your spirits during the dark
days of winter is to reach out to those who are
tucked away from the mainstream.

Slate Hillers are invited to join Ulli Klemm as he vis-
its and entertains the clients of Life Time Adult Day

Care in Mechanicsburg. Catering to the elderly and those with develop-
mental disabilities, Life Time provides compassionate care and support
to its clients. Some of the clients have physical and psychological
needs. Others have medical concerns, or suffer from dementia, social
isolation, inactivity and the risk of falling. Care takers value being able
to drop off a family member at Life Time. This enables care givers to
continue to work or get a needed break while allowing Life Time participants to remain in their own
families and communities.

Ulli packs his guitar and a box of props and heads over to Life Time each month. The
next visit will be Monday, Dec. 21,1:30-3:30PM. Hymns, folk songs, and funny songs
are the staple of this afternoon of fun.

Life Time Adult Day Care is located at 3 Crossgate Drive, Mechan-
icsburg PA 17050. Crossgate Drive is a small road that is sandwiched between

Denny’s and T-Mobile on the Carlisle Pike. It is housed in the first floor of a two-story office building
(labeled NRA).

Contact Ulli Klemm if you'd like to help out at ulliklemm@yahoo.com or (724) 464-8748 Cell or (717)

Hats, Hats, and More Hats!!!

Many hands have busily been making hats for charity! A

total of 817 hats were given to four different New Hope

Ministry locations here in central PA. They will be availa-

ble for distribution during the cold winter months and for

Christmas. Another dozen “tiny” hats were made for

Morning Star who ministers to newborns and infants.

If you wish to be part of this warm ministry, please contact

Pat White. Free yarn and materials are available due to

the generosity of multiple donors and yard-sale finds.
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“It is hard for me to be in a constant state of receiving. Imani is the head of the nursing school
and, with her husband, Fred, constitutes the host family I am currently staying with. She has
provided food, shelter, bathing water, clean drinking water, and internet service. Serving oth-
ers is where I feel I fit best and I really hope (and expect) this to happen at some point. And
Swahili is most definitely the main language here! So I guess I have to kick up my language
learning skills. Right now, I rely solely on non-verbal cues and sporadic English translations to
be a part of daily life. I'm in the process of finding an English-Swahili dictionary so that I can
learn more. I am giving myself grace in learning to like the food and learning the language. I
am learning to laugh and be more patient and to embrace the slower pace of life.

“Because I do not know the Swahili language, I sometimes felt useless, powerless, and like I
was a burden, and I was using so many resources. But I am feeling more productive, useful,
and like I'm finally getting the hang of things. This week, I went to the hospital to orient myself
in the maternity ward. We had five mothers deliver and three of them were complicated. I
helped resuscitate several babies and have never been so humbled by the realization of just
how powerless we humans are. I was privy to the joy of life, the sorrow of death, and the inti-
mate experience of bringing new life into the world.

“I have had a bit of culture shock, but in the midst of it all, I've been learning that even though
this culture is so different from the one I'm used to, it still works and functions within this con-
text.”

Continued on page 14

Rachel Hoover Sets
Roots in Shirati

After 16 hours of plane rides and10 hours in buses and cars, Messiah
graduate and Slate Hill worshipper, Rachel Hoover, made it safely, with
all luggage intact, to Shirati, Tanzania. Rachel will spend the next year
utilizing her nursing major to assist were needed at the Shirati Hospi-
tal. This possibility came together with the help of Slate Hiller Dale
Ressler, the Shirati Hospital and The Second Tunic. The Second Tunic
is a Mennonite-rooted ministry which provides support to those who
seek to serve others in the name of Christ. Ulli Klemm, also from Slate
Hill, serves on a three-person care team for Rachel. Following are
some notes from Rachel’s recent communications with Ulli.
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Things you probably wonder about:
♦ There are poisonous animals (snakes, black/green mambas).
♦ So far I've had an ant and a lizard make it inside my mosquito net. The ant merits a

place on the list only because it was a biting ant.
♦ There is no running water to speak of. When it runs, we use it to fill the buckets in the bath

room to rinse refuse down the toilet (no sink running water).
♦ I have a nice small room to myself with a door that closes, but sound disregards all barriers.
♦ The rainwater is collected in large tanks for our daily use. There is some hot water in the

morning for showers - bucket showers.
♦ Electricity has been good so far. It has been going off pretty regularly, especially before it

rains. But it's not been a problem.
♦ There are wild dogs and cats around, but no pets. Well, chickens, but they will eventually get

eaten.
“God has given me a peace about the future, a peace to know that He is always there. Praise
God for his presence! “

With Love and in Christ,
Rachel Hoover

Continued, Rachel Hoover Sets Roots in Shirati

Yeah! Snooze that extra hourYeah! Snooze that extra hourYeah! Snooze that extra hour

Saturday night, October 31.Saturday night, October 31.Saturday night, October 31.

Thanks to all who have donated

to the bus fund. $20,000 is

needed to purchase a used bus;

we have collected $5,129.03 thus

far to meet the need!
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SHERTZER, Lynn & Dawn 11/03
HOWER, Daniel & Jacquie 11/07
BECHTOLD, Wayne & Debbie 11/09
WEAVER, Dale & Debbie 11/26
MOYER, Michael & Denise 11/29
ZIMMERMAN, Paul M. & Janet 11/29

WHITE, William 11/01
BECK, Kathrine 11/04
MYERS, Ella 11/04
ONELANGSY, Daniel 11/04
MILLER, Brady 11/06
MILLER, Luisa 11/06
PARKER, Judah 11/06
KRUG, Jeff 11/08
JENKINS, Tyson 11/09
SALINE, Robert 11/10
PARKER-LESGER, Brittani 11/12
ROLAND, Lee 11/13
SEITZ, Dottie 11/13
ZOOK, Julie 11/17
RIDER, Eli 11/19
BOUNMA, Sifong 11/20
FASICK, Matt 11/20
STOLTZFUS, Jeremy 11/22
VIRAYA, Somphone 11/22
MININGER, Richard 11/24
MYERS, Roger 11/24
SACHS, Roseann 11/25
HERSHEY, Marc 11/27
SACHS, Janaya 11/29
HART Jr., William 11/30

November

Birthdays

Happy, Happy!
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Elder Team

Lynn Shertzer
Joy Fasick
Dave Bauman (‘17)
Jen Fredrick (‘16)
Ron Hershey (‘18)
Caleb Miller (‘17)

Church Board

Lamarr Widmer, Chair (‘16)
John Eby,Treasurer (‘18)
Lynn Shertzer
Debbie Bauman (‘18)
Ray Leiter (‘17)
Myrna Eshleman (‘16)
Lyndon Hess (‘16)
Tom Miller (‘18)
Lee Roland (‘18)
Ben Myers (‘16)

Christian Education

Myrna Eshleman, Chair (‘16)
Joelle Beck (‘17)
Rhoda Hershey (‘18)
Lori Monivong (‘17)
Stacy Petersheim (‘18)
Julia Rioux (‘16)
Rachael Zimmerman (‘16)

Evangelism, Peace and
Service

Tom Miller, Chair (‘18)
Sara Chubb (‘17)
Ken Eshleman (‘18)
Lucinda Gish (‘17)
Mark Preston (‘16)
Jim Mitchell (‘18)

Ministry Assignments for 2015-2016

Trustees

Lyndon Hess, Chair (‘16)
Jeff Beck (‘17)
Dwayne Gish (‘16)
Lionel Hess (‘18)
Gary Musselman (‘16)
Rich Musselman (‘17)
Eric Schwartzentruber (‘18)
Paul Zimmerman (‘17)

Worship Commission

Lee Roland, Chair (‘18)
Lynn Shertzer
Judy Walter (‘16)
Dale Weaver (‘17)
Valerie Weaver-Zercher (‘18)

Stewardship

Ben Myers, Chair (‘16)
John Eby (‘18)
Mike Fasick (‘18)
Cassandra Ly, Financial Secretary (‘17)
Holly Myers (‘16)
Roger Springer (‘16)

Food and Fellowship

Cindy Musselman, Chair (‘16)
Matt Fasick (‘18)
Tara Hess (‘16)
Fran Leiter (‘17)
Lucy McAloose (‘18)
Jen Musselman (‘16)
Megan Myers (‘17)
Dawn Shertzer (‘16)
Debbie Weaver (‘18)
Janet Zimmerman (‘18)

Pastoral Relations

Judy Walter, Chair (‘18)
John Pechart (‘17)
Trang Rioux (’18)
Deborah Saline (’16)
Richard Mininger, Bishop

Technology Committee

Tom Ly, Chair (‘18)
Chris Hawley (‘18)
Jeff Krug (‘17)
Isaac Shertzer (‘18)
Ed White (‘16)

Wellness Committee

Joy Fasick, Chair (‘17)
Hope Alexander (‘18)
Roger Myers (‘17)
Rod Petersheim (‘16)
Ben Simcox (‘18)
Connie Werner (‘17)

Gifts Discernment

Barb Springer, Chair (‘16)
Lee Roland (‘16)
Stacy Petersheim (‘17)
Janet Zimmerman (‘17)

Lancaster Conference
Delegates

Lynn Shertzer
James Burkholder (17)
Carol Moser (‘18)


