
Hilltop NewsHilltop News

September 2017

In This Issue

Upcoming Events ......................................................... 2

Ladies Fellowship Resumes ...................................... 3

MCC Volunteer Service Day ........................................ 3

Hittin’ the Books!.......................................................... 4

Eliezer’s Monthly Update for September ................... 5

Bake Sale September 24.............................................. 5

Anniversaries and Birthdays ...................................... 6

Church Board Approves BBQ Disbursements ......... 7

GED Instructor Needed................................................ 7

Blessings Yield More Blessings ................................. 8

Communion and Bingo … Hmmmm! ......................... 9

Opportunities to Host International Students ......... 10

Taking to the High Seas! ........................................... 11

Lace Your Shoes to Feed the Hungry ...................... 12

Letters of Thanks from Campers.............................. 12

Fun, FUN, FUN at Knoebels!!!.................................. 15

Ministry Assignments 2017-18.................................. 16

Slate Hill Mennonite Church
1352 Slate Hill Road

Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone: 717-737-8150

E-Mail: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Website: www.slatehillmennonite.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Including Children's Church
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.

Classes available for all ages
(Nursery also available)

My people, hear my teaching; listen to the

words of my mouth. Psalm 78:1

Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend

like dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant

rain on tender plants. Deut. 32:2
The teaching of the wise is a foun-
tain of life, turning a person from
the snares of death. Prov. 13:14

Keep my commands and you will live; guard

my teachings as the apple of your eye.

Prov. 7:2

Jesus said, “If you hold

to my teaching, you are

really my disciples.
John 8:31

All Scripture is God-breathed and is

useful for teaching, rebuking, correc� ng 

and training in righteousness, 2 Tim. 3:16

Then we will no longer be infants,

tossed back and forth by the

waves, and blown here and there

by every wind of teaching and by

the cunning and cra� iness of 

people in their decei� ul schem-

ing. Ephesians 4:14

Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my

own. It comes from the one who sent me.

Anyone who chooses to do the will of God

will find out whether my teaching comes

from God or whether I speak on my own.

John 7:16-17

For this command is a lamp, this teaching is a

light, and correc� on and instruc� on are the way 

to life, Prov. 6:23

I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch
out for those who cause divisions and put
obstacles in your way that are contrary to
the teaching you have learned. Keep away
from them. Romans 16:17

I give you sound learning, so

do not forsake my teaching.

Prov. 4:2
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Pastor: Lynn Shertzer

Associate Pastor of Community Life: Joy Fasick

Administrative Assistant: Fran Leiter

Lay Elders: Jen Fredrick, Dave Bauman, Caleb Miller,
Ron Hershey

Staff E-mail Addresses:
Lynn Shertzer: lynn_shertzer@verizon.net
Joy Fasick: jfasick@comcast.net
Administrative Assistant, Fran Leiter: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Church Office Hours:

Monday No office hours
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday By Appointment

Sept. 3 Potluck Luncheon to Welcome College Students

Sept. 5 Ladies Fellowship and Study ~ 9:30AM

Sept. 9 Chicken BBQ ~ 11:00AM

Sept. 13 Wednesday Night Out (WNO) Resumes

Sept. 14 MCC Sewing Group Meets ~ 6:30PM

Sept. 17 Ordination Celebration for Joy Fasick

Sept. 19 Ladies Fellowship and Study ~ 9:30AM

Sept. 24 Bake Sale to Support MCC Sewing Group

Sept. 26 Book Discussion Group Meets ~ 7:00PM

Oct. 9 MCC Day of Service ~ 8:00AM

Oct. 22 CROP Walk
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Ladies' Fellowship Resumes Tuesday, September 5

Women of all ages are cordially invited to attend the Ladies' Fellowship group. Meet

in the conference room for coffee, refreshments and fellowship at 9:30AM. A new,

six-session women's Bible study by Anna Liechty Sawatzky - Live Your Call, which is

based on Gospel stories, will follow. Myrna Eshleman will facilitate the discussion.

Free childcare is available in the spacious blue room. Invite a friend and come for a

delightful time. The group will meet the first and third Tuesday mornings of each

month from 9:30-11:30AM. Questions should be directed to Barb Springer at 717-

691-0626 or barbspringer51@yahoo.com.

MCC Volunteer Service Day

Volunteer for the next Day of Service at Mennonite Central Committee - Monday,

October 9, at the MCC Material Resource Center in Ephrata. Some work assign-

ments consist of recycling materials, assembling kits, or working in the sewing

room. Enjoy great fellowship while doing service in the name of Christ. Bring your

own packed lunch.

We will leave Slate Hill promptly at 8:00AM and return by 4:30PM after first making

a popular stop at the Weaver Nut and Candy Store. Sign up on the sheet on the

bulletin board in the fellowship lobby. Contact Valerie Weaver-Zercher or Ken

Eshleman for more information.
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Hittin’ the Books!

As many of you know, I am currently working toward a Master’s in Coun-
seling on the Marriage, Couple, and Family Counseling (MCFC) Track at
Messiah College. The church board has chosen to provide funding towards my graduate credits.
Since YOU are part of that equation, I use Hilltop articles like this to keep you informed of my pro-
gress.

One major change this semester is that I’m actually on campus! With the exception of two one-week
intensive classes, all of my coursework has been online. Now I’m a campus regular as this year I’m
completing two semesters of internships at Messiah College’s Engle Center. I’ll be counseling full-
time undergraduate students there on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.

In many ways, this field experience is quite different from my practicum at Daybreak last spring. Ob-
viously, the client demographics are different at Messiah; I have a lot to learn about young adults!
Another difference is that I’m one of three interns at the Engle Center and our supervisor provides
structured educational experiences to compliment both our current counseling and our long-term ed-
ucation, an asset not available at many sites. Messiah also uses an online medical records system,
so I’m adjusting to that program. Both Daybreak and the Engle Center had advantages and I’m
grateful to have had such different placements.

My 21 hours/week at the Engle Center will include onsite supervision. The internship class also in-
cludes an average of about two hours per week of either group or individual supervision, in addition
to traditional coursework such as reading, exams, and projects. For this semester, I’ll also have an
hour each week of outside supervision with an LMFT (Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist) spe-
cific to the systemic perspectives central to marriage and family therapists. With all of that supervi-
sion, I anticipate a semester of rich growth!

One final note about this semester is that I’m scheduled to take National Counselor Exam, or NCE,
on Saturday, October 21. As is the case for anyone taking a comprehensive certification test, this is
a high-pressure time. I’d appreciate your prayers as I prepare for, participate in, and then wait for
results of this exam.

Finally, I’ll add a reminder her that I will be on sabbatical from my pastoral work during October, No-
vember, and December of this year. My intention is to use this sabbatical as both an education and
a renewal time, keeping up with the tasks described above, but also having more opportunities to
spend time in quiet with God and connect to His creation and taking advantage of the opportunity to
visit other churches. It will be strange not being a regular part of Slate Hill life! Yet, I look forward to
this time to disconnect, reflect, and find renewal. I’ll see you on Christmas Eve and then be back in
January. Meanwhile, please direct any needs to Lynn or one of the elders.

Joy Fasick
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As mentioned in my previous reports I have been working on campus at

Messiah College throughout the summer in order to contribute to my educa-

tional funds. I am grateful for the job opportunity because it has been bene-

ficial both academically and economically. It also has provided an opportuni-

ty to gain some experience and to practice some of the skills I have been

learning. Throughout the summer I have been working with different supervisors to setup and

configure classroom equipment, repair clients' computers, and to provide different help desk ser-

vices. I really enjoyed helping set up classroom equipment since I took classes in some of those

rooms and it was special to contribute by helping repair and maintain the facilities. Apart from

gaining experience and an opportunity to practice what I have been studying, the summer job

has been financially beneficial by allowing me to contribute a substantial amount towards my fall

semester educational costs. This has helped reduce the financial burden upon my host and other

sponsors.

As we are getting closer to the beginning of the Fall semester, my host, Ray Leiter, prepared a

summary of the educational costs for the semester as well as the different sources of funds ap-

plied to those costs. Major contributions included college scholarships as well as donations by

individuals who volunteered to help with my educational costs. I would like to thank everyone

who contributed to my fall semester education cost; it is greatly appreciated!

Thank you very much and God's blessings.

Submitted by Eliezer Mwankenja

BAKE SALE September 24

The MCC Sewing Group will have a bake sale on Sunday, September 24th

to raise funds to support their ongoing MCC sewing projects. Mark your cal-

endar and bring a big appetite plus cash or checks for your donations. Who

will you treat - friends, family, coworkers, neighbors, small groups? Most

treats also freeze well for later consumption, too!

A new “twist” is being added to this event - the auctioning of one of our comforters by Si-

lent Auction! Give it a good look then place your best bid to win it! Please support this

special ministry reaching out to the world, sending comfort and Christ’s love.

Mennonite women not only sew, but they are accomplished bakers as well! Try us, you’ll

like us!
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BOUNMA, Boualay & Khaek 09/01

FREDRICK, Ben & Jen 09/05

ZOOK, Johnny & Julie 09/06

MARTINEZ, Jonathan & Julia 09/16

MANIVONG, Laythong & Lathda 09/18

EDWARDS, Josh & Addeline 09/21

ZIMMERMAN, Norm & Betty 09/24

QUICKEL, Bill & Julie 09/26

CLARK, Kendra & John 09/27

HOOVER, Joseph & Deborah 09/28

ZIMMERMAN, Betty 09/01

HESS, Olivia 09/03

ROSS, Kyla 09/05

HOFF, Margie (CUMB VISTA) 09/06

BECK, Max 09/08

SHERTZER, Lynn 09/08

BOUNMA, Roselyn 09/09

PARKER, Allison 09/09

MANIVONG, Lori 09/10

WALTER, Nancy 09/11

LEHMAN, Noreen 09/13

MCGRATH, Phoebe 09/13

RIOUX, Jeff 09/13

MILLER, Caleb 09/14

WEAVER, Dale 09/16

BAUMAN, David 09/17

WILLIAMS, Brian (CUMB VISTA) 09/18

SHERTZER, Dawn 09/18

FREDRICK, Jen 09/19

HESS, Tara 09/21

GISH, Lucinda 09/24

STOLTZFUS, Lucas 09/25

FASICK, Ben 09/27

STATLER, Elouise 09/27

HORST, Bernie 09/28

September Birthdays

September Anniversaries
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Church Board Approves
BBQ Fund Proceed Disbursements

Earlier this summer, the Church Board approved the disbursement of $9,600 from proceeds of re-
cent chicken BBQs to be reinvested into our community. Recommendations were made by mem-
bers of the BBQ Committee at its June meeting and subsequently approved by the Church Board.

◊ Camp Hebron Scholarships - $500
◊ Friends of Shirati - $1,000
◊ Fun Fest 2017 - $2,500
◊ Mennonite Disaster Service - $500
◊ Mennonite Voluntary Service – Janaya Sachs Support $2,000
◊ Slate Hill’s MCC Sewing Circle - $1,000
◊ Slate Hill’s Outreach to Messiah College students - $100
◊ Tuition Assistance – Eliezer Mwankenja - $2000

THANK YOU, BBQ volunteers, for making all these gifts possible!

AND, The Work Goes On …….

Since the coffers have been emptied, it is time to start rebuilding to meet future needs! Your assis-

tance is most welcome and wanted on Saturday, September 9th. Please check the bulletin board

and sign up for the job of your choice. It is also a time of good fellowship - and witness! Many pa-

trons have noted our friendliness and efficiency which has led to several coming back to visit then

becoming part of our family.

GED Instructor Needed at New Hope Ministries

New Hope Ministries is looking for a GED instructor to teach their GED classes at the Mechan-

icsburg Center. Classes are held two times a week (Monday and Wednesday, or Tuesday and

Thursday) for 16 weeks, from 6:00 to 8:00PM. With the addition of planning time, this makes a

total work week of about eight hours. Do you or someone you know fit the bill? Please contact

Sue at (717) 766-7333 x3013 or sfornicola@nhm-pa.net. Thank you!!



8

A few years ago, the Ladies’ Fellowship group read the book “7” by Jan Hat-

maker. In the introduction, the author writes, with a touch of sarcasm, of the

church she and her pastor husband had previously led, “Fortunately, we didn’t

have to worry about the poor because we were paid pros, serving the saved.

We spent so much time blessing blessed people, there was nothing left

over.” That line made an impression on me precisely because it is a large part

of the reason I first came to Slate Hill Mennonite Church. I didn’t want to be a

part of the crowd blessing the blessed, and Slate Hill seems to agree with that sentiment.

The goals for Hilltop FunFest are (and I hope you already know this) to build relationships,

practice hospitality and have fun living our faith. In essence, we are blessing anyone who

climbs the hill to the church property. There is no way to completely accurately count the num-

ber of attendees, but anyone who was there saw that a lot of people were blessed on June 3!

And it wasn’t just our guests who were blessed, as anyone who has served in any capacity

learns: blessing someone else always winds up blessing both of you!

And of what value is all of that blessing? We may never truly know, but must rely on the prom-

ise of Matthew 13:23, “The seed falling on good soil… produces a crop, yielding a hundred, six-

ty or thirty times what was sown.” Demonstrating the love of our Lord by practicing hospitality

and building relationships will produce a crop whether we witness the harvest or not.

The capstone of the FunFest is the lantern launch. Watching the glowing lanterns peacefully

glide into the dusky sky is a breathtaking and humbling experience. One volunteer from Slate

Hill did not attend that event, choosing instead to “launch” our guests back to their homes at the

end of the festivities. As she assisted them in boarding the buses, her humbling experience

was to hear the parting remarks of some of our guests:

"This was such a nice event for our family to enjoy together."

"It means so much to us to see our children having such a good time."

"I really enjoyed it this year and plan to attend again."

"I don't know how you pull it off so well, but it surely is exciting to be here!"

The many, many who volunteered for HFF know we pulled it off through the hard work and the

grace of God, who surely is aware of the harvest we hope to procure! Thank you to our volun-

teers and thanks be to God!

Submitted by Connie Werner

Blessings Yield More BlessingsBlessings Yield More Blessings
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Communion and Bingo....Hmmmm!

On Sunday, August 13th, the residents of Cumberland Vista enjoyed a special wor-
ship service hosted by St. Stephen Lutheran Church in New Kingstown for those
with special needs. Residents participated in the service (reading scripture and

helping with a skit) after which they were invited to partake of communion. The event was spon-
sored by Rejoicing Spirits, a ministry which pays special interest to those with developmental and
physical disabilities.

After the service, the residents, along with Ulli Klemm who accompanied them, enjoyed a light sup-
per followed by some Bingo action.

Ulli thanked Rose Hlavac, who coordinated the effort, "On behalf of the gang at Cumberland Vista,
thanks for reaching out with this special service and pizza followed by an afternoon and evening of
bingo. The residents really enjoyed themselves and felt very welcomed by the hospitable mem-
bers of St. Stephen Lutheran. They were all smiles upon realizing each one of them had earned
prizes for winning bingo multiple times, while I, Ulli, went home empty-handed!"

Submitted by Ulli Klemm
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Opportuni� es to Host Interna� onal Students

West Shore Christian Academy (WSCA) has about 20 international students

coming this academic year (2017-2018). Host families are needed. Students

come from different parts of the world and most are Non-Christians. Interna-

tional students will be placed in Christian homes and are required to attend a

service each week with their host family. What a perfect opportunity to show

the love of Christ and to have a mission field right in your own home!

Would you prayerfully consider hosting any of the following students?

1. JP (Christian) – 5th grade, male from South Korea.

2. RF (Christian) – 8th grade, male from Japan.

3. SW (Non-Christian) – 11th grade, male from China.

4. SZ (Christian) – 11th grade, male from China.

5. YM (Non-Christian) – 11th grade, male from China.

6. TC (Non-Christian) – 11th grade, male from China.

If you are interested in learning more about this unique ministry and the pos-

sibility of hosting a student, please contact Lilian Schultz for further details at

717-737-3550 ext. 128 or call (717)650-4860 or email:

lschultz@westshorechristian.org.

All host families will be given an orientation and compensated with a monthly

stipend.
Submitted by Connie Werner
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Taking to the High Seas!

On Sunday, August 20, 2017, the residents of Cumberland Vista,
along with Slate Hill’s Sarah Mayes, attended the worship service
on the Pride of the Susquehanna along with some other Slate Hill-
ers. It was a beautiful day on the river and the volunteer brass group played many delightful ar-
rangements of familiar hymns. The guest pastor spoke on Christ being the Light and shared multi-
ple passages referencing the light of Christ. This was the first time the Cumberland Vista residents
experienced the paddleboat river cruise and they thoroughly enjoyed it. They had a leisurely picnic
lunch on city island after disembarking the paddleboat.

Christian Churches United hosts the non-denominational service on the paddleboat to raise funds
to address the greatest needs in the Harrisburg community. Every Sunday, June through August,
the public is welcome to attend a free non-denominational cruise aboard the Pride of the Susque-
hanna. Freewill offerings raised from these cruises have provided more than $20,000 to local chari-
ties over the past two and a half decades.

Submitted by Ulli Klemm
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Lace Your Shoes to Feed the Hungry

Mark your calendars for the 2017 CROP Walk to be held Sunday, October
22, 2017. The CROP Walk will start and end at St. Mark Lutheran
Church,177 West Keller Street, Mechanicsburg. It will feature a 5k run/walk
with Registration beginning at 1:00PM, an Opening Program at 1:15PM and
the run/walk starting at 1:30PM.

In previous years, over 20 Slate Hillers joined the CROP Walk. Last year
we had 11 participants from Slate Hill. They included: Matt Fasick, Ben
Fasick, David Heibert, Ron, Rhoda and Christina Hershey, Carl Lehman,
Ulli Klemm, Bonnie, Dean and Noreen Lehman.

Representatives from over a dozen local churches took part in last year's CROP Walk: First United
Methodist, Hope United Methodist, Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren, Mechanicsburg Presby-
terian, Mt. Olivet United Methodist, Shepherdstown United Methodist, St. John Lutheran, St. Mark
Lutheran, St. Peter’s Lutheran, Slate Hill Mennonite and Trindle Springs Lutheran.

St. John Lutheran Church had 25 walkers last year, the most from any one congregation. Let’s take
on the challenge; surely Slate Hill can muster more supporters to raise funds for the hungry! A por-
tion of the funds remain with local food banks while other funds are used where needs are great -
such as for the thousands who were displaced by or lost work due to Hurricane Harvey. Look for
more information soon.

Submitted by Ulli Klemm

Letters Of Thanks From Campers

On the following pages, you will find letters

from some of our children who attended a

session at Camp Hebron this past summer.

Christian summer camps are a wonderful

place to experience the fun and fellowship of

believing staff who are concerned about the

spiritual development of the campers also.

We appreciate our campers sharing some of

their thoughts and experiences with us.
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Fun, FUN, FUN at Knoebels!!!

On Monday, Aug. 14th Slate Hill treated the eight residents with special needs from
the Cumberland Vista group home to a fantastic day at Knoebel’s Amusement
Park. With some using vacation days from work, Dale Weaver, Matt Bergey, Cindy
Musselman and Theda and Ulli Klemm accompanied the residents for a day of fun.

Dividing into several groups upon arrival at Knoebel's, the group headed in different
directions. With tickets in hand, some hit the Ferris Wheel and Bumper Cars, while
others enjoyed in boat and train rides. After several rides, the group paused to
munch on hoagie sandwiches, chips and carrots prepared for the special day. After
lunch, it was on to more rides: the Tea Cup; Tilt the Word, The Carousel, the Logger
Jam and more.

The gang LOVED everything about the day: the rides, the food, and most of all the
patient company of the Slate Hillers who served as their buddies. The cost for all the
tickets and the lunch came from restricted funds earmarked for Cumberland Vista
partnership events. Those funds come from Slate Hill donors and include proceeds
from some past BBQs. "A good time was had by all!"

Submitted by
Ulli Klemm
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