
Hilltop NewsHilltop News

November 2017

In This Issue

Upcoming Events ..................................................... 2

Chief Cook and Bottle Washer................................ 3

It Survived the High Seas ........................................ 3

You Can Make a Difference!.................................... 4

Sewing Comfort and Love....................................... 5

Fall Schedule of Cumberland Vista Events ........... 6

Eliezer’s Update for November ............................... 7

You are Invited to a Baby Shower .......................... 7

Good Things Come to Those Who Wait................. 8

Daylight Savings Time Ends!.................................. 8

Pumpkin Painting at its Best! ................................. 9

Thank You Letters.................................................. 10

Help Imported from Texas for BBQ...................... 11

The Latest from Marty & Glenna Sollenberger.... 12

Myers Host College Students ............................... 13

Slate Hill Walkers Raise $1000.............................. 14

Birthdays and Anniversaries ................................ 15

Ministry Assignments 2017- 2018......................... 16

Slate Hill Mennonite Church
1352 Slate Hill Road

Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone: 717-737-8150

E-Mail: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Website: www.slatehillmennonite.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Including Children's Church
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.

Classes available for all ages
(Nursery also available)

Enter his gates with thanks-

giving and his courts with

praise; give thanks to him

and praise his name.

Psalm 100:4



2

Pastor: Lynn Shertzer

Associate Pastor of Community Life: Joy Fasick

Administrative Assistant: Fran Leiter

Lay Elders: Jen Fredrick, Dave Bauman, Caleb Miller,
Ron Hershey

Staff E-mail Addresses:
Lynn Shertzer: lynn_shertzer@verizon.net
Joy Fasick: jfasick@comcast.net
Administrative Assistant, Fran Leiter: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Church Office Hours:

Monday No office hours
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday By Appointment

Nov. 1 WNO ~ 5:45-7:45 (Every Wednesday night except Thanksgiving week, Nov. 23)

Nov. 3 Friday Night Ac� vi� es with Cumberland Vista ~ 6:30PM

Nov. 5 Baby Shower for Jere & Kimberly Escalante following Sunday School

Nov. 6 Men’s Group ~ 7:00PM (Every Monday night)

Nov. 7 Ladies Fellowship & Study ~ 9:30AM

Nov. 8 MCC Sewing Group ~ 6:30PM

Nov. 12 Hershey Bears Hockey with Cumberland Vista ~ 5:00PM

Nov. 21 Ladies Fellowship & Study ~ 9:30AM

Dec. 10 Congrega� onal Mee� ng and Potluck Lunch

Jan. 5 Jr. High Retreat at Camp Hebron

Jan. 12 Sr. High Retreat at Camp Hebron
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Want To Enjoy Family and Friends

This Thanksgiving, But Don’t Want

To Be The Chief Cook And Bottle Washer?

Camp Hebron offers a lovely Thanksgiving buffet so you can skip the hassles of planning,

shopping, decorating, preparing, and cleaning up afterward in addition to having leftovers for

a week! What more could you ask? When you are at Camp Hebron, you connect with God,

nature and one another - truly an environment of thanksgiving.

Contact Camp Hebron at 717 896 3441 or go to their website at www.camphebron.org for

more information or to make reservations. Reserve a whole table for all of your guests to en-

joy a delicious meal so all of you can relax and fellowship. Bring the family, in-laws, friends or

neighbors, or be seated with other persons with which you can rejoice in thanksgiving. You

will probably see many other friends there with their family and friends too - a delightful way to

spend Thanksgiving.

Submitted by Kathy Krug

It Survived the High Seas!

The shipping container sent by tech4Tanzania arrived safe and sound and has

been off-loaded at the port in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. Praise be to God! As

soon as it clears customs and taxes, it will be trucked to Bishop Mwaipopo’s

(Eilezer Mwaipopo’s father) Diocese for distribution to a number of hospitals,

schools and an orphanage. Thanks again to all Slate Hillers who played a part

in planning, collecting, loading, etc. this shipment to bring relief for many

needs.

Submitted by Randy Barr
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You Can Make a Difference

This Thanksgiving and Christmas!

It’s time to start preparing for this year’s New Hope Thanksgiving and Christmas programs which
impacts the lives of nearly 20,000 people we help every year!

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM

The following items are the most needed for our special Thanksgiving food baskets: ham, turkey,
vegetables, gravy, potatoes, canned fruit, pie filling, pie crust, boxed stuffing, cereal and
macaroni and cheese. You can also volunteer to help give these baskets to our families - click on
any of the links below to view and sign up for volunteer opportunities such as transporting, receiv-
ing, or sorting donations; packing food baskets; loading baskets (outside) for recipients; be a per-
sonal assistant to shoppers; wrap gifts; or clean up after all is said and done.

Dillsburg Center ~ Mechanicsburg Center ~ West Shore Center

CHRISTMAS Blessing Express
Our guests will be shopping unwrapped donated gifts to give to family members for the
6th year! You cannot imagine the difference you make in families’ lives by helping
make their Christmas a special one, full of wonderful memories, during their difficult
time. Click here for our Christmas Wish List of desired items. Please drop off your un-
wrapped donations at any New Hope Ministries location before the dates listed below:

Dillsburg: December 11

Mechanicsburg: December 4

West Shore: December 1

Food donations are also needed for Christmas meals. The following items are the most needed:
ham, turkey, vegetables, gravy, potatoes, canned fruit, pie filling, pie crust, boxed stuffing,
cereal and macaroni and cheese. Interested in volunteering during Christmas Blessings Ex-
press? Click the name of your nearest center below for more information about how you can help!

Dillsburg Center

Mechanicsburg Center

West Shore Center

If you have further questions, please contact the New Hope Center nearest you.

Thank you for your generosity to our neighbors in need. With your support, we can make this Sea-
son one filled with Hope and Love!
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ewing Comfort and Loveewing Comfort and Loveewing Comfort and Love

Have you ever wondered what the women’s sewing group does with the funds they

raise from their bake sales? Since the beginning of the year, we have donated 22

adult sized comforters to Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) and 33 baby sized

comforters to local Christian pregnancy centers. Gene and I have the privilege of

dropping off the baby comforters and hearing the appreciation from the volunteers of

how much their young women appreciate a warm, soft comforter for their newborn.

The funds we receive are used to purchase fabric and other supplies to make com-

forters and school kit bags. Each comforter has three layers, the top layer is pieced

from brightly colored squares of fabric, the middle layer contains batting which pro-

vides warmth, and the bottom layer is usually a single piece of fabric and is referred to

as the backing. These three layers are knotted (tied) together with thread and then a

binding is sewn around the edge to finish the comforter. We hope to display the com-

forters periodically and have a prayer of blessing upon them prior to shipping them to

the Material Resource Center for global distribution.

Thank you for your generosity during our bake sales and for donations through the of-

fering envelope system which allows us to continue this ministry. While we cannot

thank each of you personally, we are grateful for each and every donation. We try to

be good stewards of the funds we receive by purchasing items on sale, using cou-

pons, and by using non-traditional “fabric sources” such as gently used cotton or flan-

nel sheets, pillowcases, or clothing which can be repurposed into fabric squares or

backing.

As you can see, many steps are involved in creating one comforter and many hands

are involved in the process from start to finish - cutting squares, sewing the squares

together, ironing seams, and knotting the layers together. Not only do we enjoy mak-

ing the comforters and school kit bags, but we also enjoy the fellowship of one anoth-

er! We are changing our sewing night to the second Wednesday evening of the

month following the WNO meal. Ladies, you are invited to join us on the designated

night or stop in to see what we are all about.

Submitted by Lucy McAloose On behalf of the ladies sewing group
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Fall 2017 Schedule of Events

with Cumberland Vista

Since 2009, volunteers from Slate Hill have partnered with adults with special needs who call Cum-

berland Vista home. Cumberland Vista is located at 1073 York Rd, Dillsburg PA 17019 (click for di-

rections) and is home to eight residents.

~ Schedule of Upcoming Events ~

Fri., Nov. 3, 2017, 6:30PM - Friday Night Splash at Cumberland Vista with singing, a skit, and
pumpkin pie with whipped cream.

Sun., Nov.12, 2017, 5:00PM - Hershey Bears vs. Wilkes-Barre Baby Penguins
Sun., Nov.19, 2017,11:00AM - V.I.P. Sunday School Class at Slate Hill Mennonite
Sat., Dec. 2, 2017, 6:30PM - Christmas Cookie Decorating at Cumberland Vista
Sun., Dec.17, 2017,11:00AM - V.I.P. Sunday School Class at Slate Hill Mennonite

Noon - Soup and Bread Meal with the residents at Slate Hill Mennonite
2:00 PM - "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever: The Musical" Allenberry Play

house, 1559 Boiling Springs Rd, Boiling Springs, PA 17007.
Tickets: $20

Regular Slate Hill volunteers include: Matt Bergey, Jim Burkholder, James Mitchell and Elaine

Baumbach, Tara Mayes, Richard Mininger, Sue Weigel, Gary and Cindy Musselman, Ulli and

Theda Klemm, Dale and Debbie Weaver in addition to several Messiah College students.

See Ulli Klemm (ulliklemm@yahoo.com) or Cindy Musselman (garycindy1020@gmail.com) for

more information.

Slate Hill Volunteers with Cumberland Vista at Knoebels, Aug. 2017



7

Classes are going well although the fall se-

mester break was welcome since it’s getting

busier every day. As the semester progress-

es, due dates for more papers and projects

are getting closer. In looking ahead, registra-

tion for the spring 2018 semester is fast ap-

proaching so my advisor and I will soon be

getting together to plan for the classes that I

need to take.

I continue to work for the Student Computer

Services Center, although we are not as

busy as we were at the beginning of the se-

mester. Fewer students show up now for help

since they are busier with classwork.

Ken Eshleman and Cindy Lehman still pro-

vide transportation for me most of the week. I

am grateful because it gives me more time to

study than if I had to use the college shuttle

bus and public transportation.

Once again, I extend many thanks to all at

Slate Hill who are living their faith by assist-

ing with my tuition. It is deeply appreciated. I

am grateful for the opportunity to attend col-

lege in America and hope to obtain a degree

here. It will be invaluable when I return to my

country and, I trust it will ultimately be a

blessing to them too.

God’s blessings,

Eliezer Mwankenja

You are invited to a

Baby Shower

for

Kimberly and Jery

Escalante

Sunday, November 5th

At noon in the

Church Fellowship Hall

They are expecting a baby girl

and are registered at Babies R Us

under the names Kimberly Sheeler

and

Jery Escalante
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GGGOODOODOOD TTTHINGSHINGSHINGS CCCOMEOMEOME

TTTOOO TTTHOSEHOSEHOSE WWWHOHOHO WWWAITAITAIT IIINNN LLLINEINEINE

It’s been three years since the residents of Cumberland Vista attended a Her-
shey Bears ice hockey game. Previously, a generous (non-Slate Hill) donor
provided tickets to enable all residents, along with a volunteer buddy, to attend
games between 2012-2014. However tickets could not be secured for the past
two years since the donor no longer had a connection to the Bears. But, after

the fiftieth time or so of Margie (a resident at Cumberland Vista) asking Ulli Klemm when they would
go to a Bears’ game again, he took the initiative to see if the tickets could be secured via a different
route.

Earlier this fall, Ulli asked Jim Roberts, the director of C.R.O.S.S. (the parent organization of Cum-
berland Vista), to contact the Bears seeking consideration for ticket donations. No response has
been received yet. Meanwhile, a coworker of Ulli’s informed him of a limited time special-deal the
Bears were offering. For each ticket purchased before midnight on October 9th, a second ticket
would cost only 80 cents! However, each customer could only purchase a total of four tickets. Ulli
and Theda arranged to pick up three residents from Cumberland Vista (Theresa, Lonie and
Chris) to make the trip to purchase 20 tickets before the offer expired. When Theresa stepped to
the box office counter, she repeated the phrase Ulli prompted her to say to the teller, “We want to
make a deal!”. Then Ulli explained that the group needed 20 tickets close to each other. One by one
each resident and Ulli purchased the allotted four tickets.

Before Theda could purchase the last four tickets, a customer at a neighboring ticket window called
to us. “Excuse me. What game is your group going to see? I have four free tickets.” Towering over
us with a gentle disposition and a smile, John P. had been observing the Cumberland Vista resi-
dents patiently waiting in line to buy their tickets. Ulli replied they were buying tickets for the Novem-
ber 12th game. John said, “I want you to have my four free tickets. My sister lived in a group home
and it would be my pleasure to give these to you.” We were overwhelmed with gratitude and
thanked John with warm handshakes, somewhat surprised by the grace that had just been visited
upon us.

“Sometimes God uses others to bless His children,” Ulli told Theresa, Lonie and Chris as they head-
ed back to the car. “That was very nice of that man,” said Theresa. “Indeed it was,” said Ulli in re-
ply. “We’re going to a Bears game!” exclaimed Chris as we headed out of the box office doors.

Indeed, good things come to those who wait in line and because of generous persons like John P.

Submitted by Ulli Klemm

DST ends on Sunday, November 5, at
2:00AM. It is time to “fall back” by setting
clocks back one hour (i.e., gaining one hour).
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Pumpkin Painting At Its Best!

On Friday, October 6th, artists were in full swing at the Cumberland Vista Group Home
for adults with special needs. Slate Hill volunteers and Messiah students coached the
residents as they painted pumpkins. Sara Mayes and Terri Diehl also joined the fun.

Jim Burkholder began the evening leading several enthusiastic songs as only Jim can
do. Ulli led a modified skit, in keeping with the season, based on Genesis 3. Instead
of Lucifer being portrayed as a serpent, Ulli portrayed him as a wicked witch. The
wicked witch played trick-or-treat with unsuspecting Adam and Eve, enticing them with
an apple. The rest is history.

Residents painted their pumpkins following the skit. Before the residents got to sink
their teeth into a mouth-watering pumpkin cake Theda Klemm made for snack, they
participated in an apple-tasting contest. They tasted five different kinds of apple slic-
es (Fuji, Gala, Honey Crisp, Golden Delicious and Pink Lady) to see which one they
liked best.

Before the evening was over, all pumpkins had been painted, all bellies filled, and eve-
ryone was reminded to keep their eyes open to the sneaky ways of the devil.
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Dear BBQ Committee Members,

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the $500
from the proceeds of the Chicken BBQ that has been
granted for Camp Hebron scholarships. Although this
request would not normally be supported by their
funds, I am so thankful that the funds were available
and this request was considered and funded. Thank
you again for your acceptance in helping those who
wish to attend programs at Camp Hebron. Many peo-
ple, especially our children and youth, have been
blessed because of going to camp.

In deepest appreciation,
Kathy Krug

BBQ**BBQ**BBQ**BBQ**

Dear Slate Hill Mennonite Friends,

Thank you for your contribution of $500 from your
Chicken BBQ proceeds to Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice. Thank you for entrusting us with this gift. We
strive to honor the faith you have in MDS by being
careful stewards of the resources you provide.

With gratitude,
Kevin King, Executive Director

BBQ**BBQ**BBQ**BBQ**

Dear Slate Hill Family,

Ray and I are most grateful for your loving support
and financial assistance of Eliezer Mwankenja’s tuition
needs - both through the BBQ funds as well as your
private donations through St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
May God bless you with the satisfaction and joy in
knowing you are helping educate an international stu-
dent whom otherwise would not have the same edu-
cational experience to impact his town and country
upon graduation and returning to Tanzania. To God
be the glory!

Living Our Faith,
Fran and Ray Leiter

Thank You!

Thank You!

Women of the MCC Sewing Group ex-
tend their deep appreciation and thanks
for your generous support of their fall
bake sale. A total of $838.00 was do-
nated to help purchase materials to
continue our ministry of making com-
forters for Mennonite Central Commit-
tee in addition to baby comforters for
local pregnancy centers. So far this
year 33 full size comforters have been
made in addition to 22 baby comforters.
Our God is an awesome God!

The MCC Sewing Group night is
changing to the 2nd Wednesday of
each month as an activity during
Wednesday Night Out. Ladies, come
join us after supper in the Sewing
Room downstairs (Room 113) to see
how you can help!

Thank you for the pastoral appreciation

gift you shared recently. My family and I
are always grateful for the supportive com-

munity at Slate Hill. I rejoice in the oppor-

tunity to serve this congregation - as well

as the current opportunity for sabbatical for

learning and renewal - and I look forward to

rejoining you in January!

Joy Fasick

Thank you for the Pastoral Apprecia-

tion gift! Dawn and I are honored to serve

alongside of you as we seek God’s calling

for Slate Hill. We will put your gift to good

use in the coming months.

Lynn Shertzer
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Help Imported from Texas for BBQ

Many Slate Hillers worked at the September 9th Chicken BBQ but two volunteers traveled far and
wide to lend a helping hand. Glenna and Marty Sollenberger, former Slate Hillers who are now in
ministry for Wycliffe Bible Translators, came all the way from TEXAS to give of their time Friday and
Saturday nights. Glenna was impressed with the efficiency and organization of the BBQ and sent Ulli
Klemm this email message:

"Thanks for all the hard work invested by the church with the Chicken BBQ. It was neat to be a part
of it. It was so well organized and everything. We were really impressed by the whole thing. Still
can't believe we sold over 700 Chicken BBQ dinners in just over an hour! I tried to keep track of how
many take-home dinners vs. just chicken halves were sold, but in all the chaos I lost count. So glad
we got to be a part of this great event. We love how the funds are used to help so many ministries
and mission organizations. Thanks again to all who help keep it organized and running smoothly. No
wonder Slate Hill's Chicken BBQ sales are so famous!"
God bless,
Glenna

Box Sani� zing: Ray Leiter and Eliezer Mwankenja

Potato Wrappers:

Glenna and Marty

Sollenberger

Water Detail:

Sarena & Jackson

Zimmerman and

Daniel Onelangsy

Serving Line ~ Back Row: Janet Zimmerman, Deb Bauman,

Glenna Sollenberger, Hope & Rick Onelangsy, and Do� e Seitz. 

Front Row: Lamar Widmer, Dawn Shertzer, Yoomie Onelangsy,

and Earnie Hartzler
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Myers Host College Students
for Applesauce Making

On a beautiful fall afternoon Roger and Holly Myers hosted eight participants from the
College and Career Sunday School Class at their home for applesauce making. This
tradition has spanned many years and the students receiving the Myers’ warm hospi-
tality always feel welcome and loved.

Some students cored and sliced three different varieties of apples while others
churned the steamed apples into mouth-watering applesauce. During "down time,"
students hung out, feasted on fresh salsa and snacks, and played cards. Roger and
Holly insisted that each student take a container or two of applesauce home with them
in addition to some pumpkin cake. Thank you, Holly and Roger for sharing Christ’s
love in such a beautiful and delicious way!

Submitted by Ulli Klemm
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Slate Hill Walkers Raise $1,000
to Address Hunger

"If it's about helping the hungry," stated walker There-
sa Dixon, "then I'm doing it!" Theresa, a resident from
Cumberland Vista, even practiced walking laps to be
sure she was ready for the walk.

Theresa was joined by 19 others from Slate Hill who
ran or walked the 5K (3 miles) distance as part of the
Mechanicsburg CROP Walk. Slate Hillers were not
the only ones who walked. They were joined by about
100 others from area churches.

“The weather was just perfect,” noted Ulli Klemm, who
coordinated Slate Hill’s efforts, “I was touched by the
number of Slate Hill members that reached out to me
asking who they could sponsor for the walk.”

Theda Klemm was overwhelmed by the hospitality of the Lutheran Church on Keller Street in Me-
chanicsburg. “It was amazing!” The church provided crockpots filled with soups, hot dogs, ham-
burgers and a table of desserts to the “famished” walkers following the event.

Special thanks to donors who sponsored walkers with gifts from $5 to $100. And special thanks to
all the walkers and runners: Theresa Dixon, David Hiebert, Ulli and Theda Klemm, Carl and Ma-
bel Lehman, Melinda, Kevin, Reuben and Phoebe McGrath, Paul and Nancy Nisly, Will Reeder,
Daniel Rider, Ron and Rhoda Hershey, Brian Williams, Lonie Witmer, David, Valerie, Isaiah and
Henry Weaver Zercher.

Relaxing after the CROP Walk: (L to R)
Theda Klemm, Theresa Dixon, Brian
Williams and Lonie Witmer.

Front Row (L to R): Phoebe and Reuben McGrath, Mabel Lehman, Theresa Dixon,
Lonie Witmer, Brian Williams, Theda Klemm, Valerie Weaver-Zercher
Middle Row (L to R): Melinda and Kevin McGrath, Carl Lehman, Rhoda Hershey,
Paul and Nancy Nisly
Back Row (L to R): Isaiah Zercher, Will Reeder, Daniel Rider, Ron Hershey
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November Birthdays

November Anniversaries

SHERTZER, Lynn & Dawn 11/03

HOWER, Daniel & Jacquie 11/07

BECHTOLD, Wayne & Debbie 11/09

EHRHART, David R & Debra 11/23

ESCALANTE, Jery & Kimberly Sheeler 11/23

WEAVER, Dale & Debbie 11/26

ZIMMERMAN, Paul M. & Janet 11/29

WHITE, William 11/01

BECK, Kathrine 11/04

MYERS, Ella 11/04

ONELANGSY, Daniel 11/04

MARTINEZ, Julia 11/06

MILLER, Brady 11/06

MILLER, Luisa 11/06

PARKER, Judah 11/06

KRUG, Jeff 11/08

JENKINS, Tyson 11/09

MARTINEZ, David 11/09

SALINE, Robert 11/10

PARKER-LESHER, Brittani 11/12

ROLAND, Lee 11/13

SEITZ, Dottie 11/13

ZOOK, Julie 11/17

RIDER, Eli 11/19

BOUNMA, Sifong 11/20

FASICK, Matt 11/20

STOLTZFUS, Jeremy 11/22

VIRAYA, Somphone 11/22

MININGER, Richard 11/24

MYERS, Roger 11/24

SACHS, Roseann 11/25

BOYLE, Daniel I. 11/26

HERSHEY, Marc 11/27

SACHS, Janaya 11/29

HART Jr., William 11/30

MCC Volunteer ServiceMCC Volunteer ServiceMCC Volunteer Service

Day Attracts 20Day Attracts 20Day Attracts 20

ParticipantsParticipantsParticipants

Twenty Slate Hill volunteers recycled paper

from discarded books and baled clothing at the

Mennonite Central Committee’s Material Re-

sources Center in Ephrata, Pa. on Columbus

Day (October 9).

Sixteen of the workers relaxed as Paul Zim-

merman drove the church bus to and from

Ephrata. As usual, the group stopped at

Weaver’s Nut store on the way home.

First timers on this day of service were Ethan

Hamilton, Thomas Issoufou and Kaidyn Rig-

gleman. If you were unable to go this time,

please join the group on Presidents Day in

February 2018.
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