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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:

the old has gone, the new is here!
2 Corinthians 5:17

Put on the new self, created to be like God

in true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:24
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Pastor: Lynn Shertzer
Associate Pastor of Community Life: Joy Fasick
Administrative Assistant: Fran Leiter

Lay Elders: Jen Fredrick, Dave Bauman, Caleb Miller,
Roger Myers

Staff E-mail Addresses:

Lynn Shertzer: lynn_shertzer@verizon.net

Joy Fasick: joyfasick@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant, Fran Leiter: slatehillmennonite@gmail.com

Church Office Hours:

Monday No office hours
Tuesday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Wednesday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday By Appointment

Upcoming Events

Ladies Fellowship and Study ~ 9:30AM
Petersheim Baby Shower ~ noon

Men’s Group (Meets every Monday) ~ 7:PM
Wednesday Night Out Resumes ~ 5:45
Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser Lunch ~ noon
Ladies Fellowship and Study ~ 9:30AM

Menno Knotters “Knotting Frenzy” ~ 10:00AM - 4:00PM
Book Discussion Group ~ 9:00AM

Chili Cook-off ~ noon
Spring Fling

Chicken BBQ

Hilltop Fun Fest 2019




Make the Farm Show a Reality for
Cumberland Vista Residents

Many Slate Hillers enjoy spending a day at the PA Farm Show. For some, this annual trek is so in-
grained that many will take for granted that others in the church depend on someone taking them to
the Farm Show. Otherwise, they won't be able to enjoy it. The 2019 Farm Show will be January 5-
12, 2019.

Would you consider taking one of the residents of Cumberland Vista with you when you go? The
residents really enjoy spending time with a family and getting some one-on-one time attention. It's
also easier to walk through the Farm Show with one resident than with multiple residents who have
different walking paces.

You may invite one (or up to two) residents to join your family. Jimmy, Lonie, Margie, Chris, There-
sa, Jason, Derek and Brian would LOVE to go.

If interested, contact Terry Monn, house parent, at terrymonncv@gmail.com or call
717-432-2822 or email cumberlandvista@gmail.com.

Residents would need to be picked up and dropped back off at 1073 York Rd, Dillsburg PA
17019. The residents can bring their own funds for snacks if asked to do so.

Sunday, March 10 at noon

Supports Bridge of Hope Ministries




Enjoy a day!

Submitted by Randy Barr



If you are interested in attending or
have any questions, please contact Ron
Hershey, Slate Hill’'s Everence
advocate, at rrhershey@verizon.net or
717-991-0548.

Please do not register online!




"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

December 18, 2018
Dear Slate Hill Church,

Merry Christmas! This year, instead of a white Christmas, we will enjoy a red one. Harmattan sea-
son has brought clouds of red dust that settle thickly on everything. We can see, touch, smell, and
even taste it. But it has also brought cooler temperatures, and we’ve been enjoying our chilly
mornings in the low 80s.

We've now been in Burkina over six months and feel much more at home. Joseph has taken to
seeing how many bananas he can buy for 500 CFA (86 cents), and his record is 11 decently large
bananas at a total of 24 cents a pound. In October, we moved into the house that will be our home
for the foreseeable future, and we were glad to finally unpack and settle in. Very generously, the
family who lived here before us moved into the guest house four months before their departure
date so we could move straight here.

The drill rig has been running for the past two months, and Joseph has found and fixed several
problems in the design. He also has a hole 30 feet deep, which puts him in the water table and
stops further progress until he can put casing down to hold the hole open. He will continue to ex-
periment with this machine until it has reached the limit of its capabilities then build an improved
model. Erin continues to write for HOPE International part-time and is also writing monthly e-
newsletters for Open Door Development, our local project (let us know if you'd like to receive
them!).

Will loves bouncing in his jumper. He jumps so joyously that he bottoms out the spring on one end
and goes airborne on the other. Lucie, seeing his joy, grabs him and, with a giant push, sends him
swinging off in a wide arc across the living room, as William chortles with glee. Daddy and Mommy
look up at the ceiling, where a rather small eye hook is holding this contraption. Lucie loves to nar-
rate her life, whether it's something she has just done, has heard us talking about doing, or be-
lieves she will be doing shortly.

We are grateful for your support, whether it be through prayer, emails and letters of encourage-
ment, or giving. Wishing you a joyous celebration of our Savior’s birth!

Joseph, Erin, Lucie, and William Longenecker

Continued next page



The Longenecker Family Continued

Top to bottom: Our family sporting our
newly sewn Christmas outfits, the drill
rig at its testing site, and Will and Lu.

Pray

Pray for good health, as we’ve recently gone
through another round of sickness.

Praise God for providing housing! Pray that we’'d
use this space to serve Him well.

Pray for improved security in Burkina Faso.
Pray that we’'d form deep relationships here with
both expats and Burkinabe.

Pray that we, especially our kids, would have a
special first Christmas away from the U.S.

Support

Online: www.simusa.org/give. Search for the
“Joseph and Erin Longenecker - Support” fund us-
ing our account number 043533.

By check: Payable to SIM USA. Write our account
number 043533 in the memo line. Mail to SIM USA
at the address in the footer.

Stay in touch

Burkina address: SIM Mission Protestante, Jo-
seph and Erin Longenecker, BP 1552 Ouagadou-
gou 01, Burkina Faso

U.S. address: 924 Lemiwai Street, Wahiawa, HI
96786 (Erin's parents)

Email: joseph.longenecker@sim.org / erin.longene
cker@sim.org

Blog: longenotes.wordpress.com

Instagram: jblongen / erinalong



New Hope Ministries
Thanks Slate Hill Singers

For the ninth year in a row, singers and friends of Slate Hill Mennonite Church provided musical
entertainment during the New Hope Senior Citizen Christmas parties in Mechanicsburg and
Dillsburg. From singing sacred songs to traditional secular songs, the Slate Hill volunteers
were honored to be invited back for these special events. Slate Hillers sang with gusto, in har-
mony, and with smiles on their faces and Santa hats on their heads. Ulli Klemm, who accom-
panied the singers on his guitar, never saw as many senior citizen clients standing up to take
pictures of the Slate Hill group as they sang. “A number of the guests said that they were so
glad to see us back.”

Staff and volunteers from New Hope who coordinated the event offered their sincere thanks.

Marlene Steinor, who coordinated the Mechanicsburg event, said: “A great big thank you for
volunteering, supporting and serving our New Hope Senior guests for the 2018 Senior Christ-
mas Party. It was a great success thanks to all of your support, expertise and enthusiasm. We
served 45 seniors and were supported by 12 volunteers, plus the infamous Slate Hill Mennonite
singers. The food, gifts, music and Christmas bingo all added to ensure a wonderful event for
our seniors. | so appreciate all of your hard work and dedication.”

Mary Wheeler, Mechanicsburg Center Manager, agreed wholeheartedly with Marlene. She said
“I am still hearing from our seniors how wonderful the party was!! Thank you for reaching out,
giving of your valuable time, and loving on our guests! | cannot thank you enough for joining
the volunteer family of New Hope Ministries. We are blessed to have you serve here with all of

”

us.

Maureen Neary, a New Hope volunteer offered her thanks as well. “Slate Hill Mennonite
Friends: Thank you again and again and again for such beautiful music and the warm message
you shared! Blessings abound!”

Slate Hill Singers at the December 12 New Hope West Shore (Mechanicsburg) Center includ-
ed: Dale and Debbie Weaver, Ira Sollenberger, Paul and Janet Zimmerman, Ken and Myrna
Eshleman and Ulli Klemm.

Slate Hill Singers at the December 20 New Hope Dillsburg Center included: Paul Nisly, Gene
and Dottie Seitz, Dale Weaver, Paul Zimmerman, Ken and Myrna Eshleman and Ulli Klemm.

Submitted by Ulli Klemm

"When you are in the service of your fellow beings you are in the service of God." Anonymous



Friends of Shirati, a nonprofit that supports the work of the Shirati Hospital in Tanzania, is grateful
for funds received from the chicken barbecue at Slate Hill. The money is supporting scholarships for
staff at the hospital, which is owned by the Tanzania Mennonite Church and serves communities
near Lake Victoria.

Generous donations such as those from the Slate Hill barbecue funds and regular donations via
Slate Hill's Evangelism, Peace, and Service Commission will help to expand a cervical cancer
screening program at the hospital. Cervical cancer screening and treatment are often unavailable to
rural women in Tanzania. There are only four centers that treat cancer in Tanzania, and the nearest
center to Shirati is more than five hours away. Through the program at Shirati Hospital, more than
one thousand women are screened for cervical cancer during a year.

Donations also fund solar electricity projects at clinics that are run by Shirati Hospital. The value of
solar power is evident in one dramatic story that comes from Rosa Onyango, a dedicated nurse at
the Burere clinic, which has struggled for years without electricity. When a pregnant woman showed
up at the clinic in the middle of the night several months ago, Onyango had to hold a flashlight in
her mouth while delivering the baby. Now, thanks to solar electricity systems newly installed at the
Burere and Nyamasanda clinics, Onyango and the medical staff can focus on their care for patients.

Also a priority for Friends of Shirati is the expansion of a disability assistance program, which work
with people with disabilities within their communities near the hospital.

Since its founding in 2005, Friends of Shirati has worked toward flourishing, sustainable, and
healthy communities in Tanzania via partnerships with Shirati Hospital, Shirati College of Health
Sciences, and the Shirati Leprosy compound. Friends of Shirati assists in developing and expand-
ing the medical work, providing educational assistance, and offering support for those living with
leprosy.

Friends of Shirati is grateful for donations and for the generous support. Mark your calendars now
for the annual Friends of Shirati banquet on Saturday, March 9, 2019. The banquet will be held at
6:00 pm at the Gathering Place in Mount Joy, Pennsylvania. For more information about the work of
Friends of Shirati or the banquet, talk to Dale Ressler or Valerie Weaver-Zercher.

Submitted by Valerie Weaver-Zercher



CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF SERVICE
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

Did you know that March 2019 marks TEN YEARS of engaged involvement on the part of Slate Hill
Mennonite Church with the Cumberland Vista Group Home in Dillsburg? Prior to 2019, Slate Hill's
only involvement with Cumberland Vista was sending a $100 annual check to C.R.0.S.S., the par-
ent organization of Cumberland Vista. But in March 2009, God ignited a missional spark. Evange-
lism, Peace and Service (EPS) commission members were sent out to learn more about the organi-
zations supported by the church. Ulli Klemm was assigned to learn more about Cumberland Vista.

In January 2009, Ulli visited Luanne Preece, who at the time was the Cumberland Vista house par-
ent. In response to being asked what would be most helpful to the group home, Luanne wondered if
Slate Hill volunteers could visit the group home the first Friday of each month and lead a time of
Christian Fellowship.

In March 2009, Slate Hill volunteers led by the late Jim Burkholder, Cindy Musselman and Ulli
Klemm began what is now a ten-year partnership with the residents and staff of Cumberland

Vista. The original programing included singing and a Bible skit performed by the residents followed
by refreshments. Since that humble beginning, Slate Hill has also assisted the residents in decorat-
ing Christmas cookies, making pumpkin pies and churning homemade ice cream. Additional activi-
ties included attending Bears’ Hockey and Harrisburg Senator Baseball games, the Allenberry Play-
house, rides on the Pride of the Susquehanna, days of fun at Knoebles Park and many more special
events. Funds for these special events have come from designated donations to the Cumberland
Vista Fund (account #482-108) and the chicken BBQs.

In September 2016, Slate Hill began offering a V.I.P. Sunday School Class the third Sunday of each
month. It was initially led by Ulli Klemm and is now facilitated by Matt Bergey.

God has taught us so much about grace, gratitude and faithfulness through our relationship with
Cumberland Vista and Slate Hill volunteers have experienced much laughter and joy with the resi-
dents. The program has grown a mutual love and appreciation between volunteers and these pre-
cious saints.

A schedule of upcoming events with our Cumberland Vista friends is listed below. You are invited to
join the group for any or all events.

Friday, January 4, Pizza/Movie Night at Cumberland Vista

Sunday, January 20, V.l.P. Sunday School Class at Slate Hill; 11:00AM

Friday, February 1, Singing, Skit and Snack Time at Cumberland Vista; 6:30-8:00PM
Sunday, February 17, V.I.P. Sunday School Class at Slate Hill; 11:00AM,

Friday, March 1, Singing, Skit and Snack Time at Cumberland Vista; 6:30-8:00PM
Sunday, March 17, V.I.P. Sunday School Class at Slate Hill; 11:00AM

Saturday, March 30, "Spring Fling" for those with intellectual disabilities, their care givers
and guests. Featuring: Carnival Games, Live Music, Chair Massages, Group Games,
Lunch, Face Painting, Photo Booth, and Pet Therapy Dogs; 10AM-3PM

Cumberland Vista is located at 1073 York Rd, Dillsburg PA 17019 at the top of the hill behind the
property of The Meeting House (formerly called Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ Church).

10



For more information about Friday events at Cumberland Vista, contact Ulli
Klemm at ulliklemm@yahoo.com or 717-458-5133. More information about the Spring Fling and
the V.I.P. Sunday School Class can be obtained from Matt Bergey at mb1460@messiah.edu or

267-644-7040.
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REDLINE, Jimmy (Cumb. Vista) 12/01 BARNES, Kourtnie 02/03

MCALOOSE, Gene 01/02 CHUBB, Anneka 02/04
MUZA, Alexia 01/02 BARNES, Mila 02/05
MUZA, Xavier 01/02 WALTER, Kalvin 02/05
MYERS, Rebekah 01/02 MCGRATH, Reuben 02/06
PECHART, Sue 01/02 TOTHERO, Evarae 02/06
STAUFFER, Douglas 01/02 BECK, Jeff 02/07
CHUBB, Jurrien 01/03 FLEISCHER, Patricia 02/07
CROFT, Victoria 01/05 MCGRATH, Melinda 02/08
MAYES, Jonathan 01/07 MOORE, Hope 02/08
ZERCHER, Isaiah 01/08 BECK, Lois 02/10
BECK, Ouy 01/09 FREDRICK, Micah 02/15
ONELANGSY, Yoomie 01/09 SEITZ, Gene 02/16
CROUSE, Sandy g AR e L2y
REXROTH, Tojahlae 01/11 22655 LleiE pe
FLEISCHER. Ed - SALINE, Deborah 02/21
HERSHEY, Rhoda 01/15 ZERCHER, Sam v2/z

LY, Tom 02/24
SIp SIS el e BOUNMA, Khanthaly 02/25
HESS, Connor 01/18 FASICK, Joy 02/25
STAUFFER, Sandra 01/18 HARKER-ROTH, Kerry 02/27
RESSLER, Dale 01/19 MALAY. Bil 02/27
CLARK, Kendall 01/21 MCALOOSE, Lucy 02/28
MYERS, Ben 01/31

PLEASE NOTE!

Your Hilltop News will now
be issued every two months.
If you wish to submit an arti-

BARNES, Tyler & Kourtnie 01/02 | | | head t
MITCHELL, James & Elaine Baumbach 01/20 cle, please plan anead 10
PECHART, John & Sue 01/25 have it appear in the desired

ARKO, Asap & Eni 02/14 issue! Thanks.
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Elder Team

Lynn Shertzer

Joy Fasick

Dave Bauman ('20)
Jen Fredrick ('19)
Roger Myers ('21)
Caleb Miller ('20)

Church Board

Lamarr Widmer, Chair ("19)
Dale Weaver, Treasurer
Lynn Shertzer

Debbie Bauman ('21)
Cassandra Ly (20)
Danielle Hawley ('19)
Paul Zimmerman ('20)
Ken Eshleman ('21)
Lee Roland ('21)

Ben Fredrick ('19)

Christian Education
Danielle Hawley, Chair (19)
Joelle Beck ('20)

Liz Hess ('21)

L.ori Manivong ('20)

Allie Parker ('21)

Julia Rioux ('19)

Patricia Fleischer ('19)

Evangelism, Peace and Service

Ken Eshleman, Chair ('21)
Sara Chubb ('20)

Rick Onelangsy (21}

John Snyder ("20)

David Weaver-Zercher ('19)
Uriah Parker ('21)
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MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2018-2019

Trustees

Paul Zimmerman, Chair ('20)
Carl Lehman ('20)

Dwayne Gish ('19)

Lionel Hess (21)

Gary Musselman ('19)

Rich Musselman ('20)
Spencer Petersheim ('21)
Lyndon Hess ('19)

Worship Commission

Lee Roland, Chair ('21)

Lynn Shertzer

Chris Zimmerman ('19)
Megan Myers ('20)

Valerie Weaver-Zercher ('21)

Stewardship
Ben Fredrick, Chair ('19)

Dale Weaver, Treasurer
Mike Fasick ('21)

Brad Lamb (19}
Rosalie Roland ('19)

Diana Zimmerman, Financial Sec't. ('19)

Food and Fellowship

Cindy Musselman, Chair ('19)

Melinda McGrath ('21)
Sandy Crouse (19)
Fran Leiter ('20)

Lucy McAloose (21)
Jen Musselman ('19)
Bonnie Lehman ('20)
Debbie Hoover ('19)
Lucinda Gish ("21)
Janet Zimmerman (21)

Pastoral Relations

Richard Mininger, Chair ('22)
Paul Nisly (‘20)

Roger Springer (21)

Kara Miller (22)

Technology Committee
Tom Ly, Chair ('21)

Chris Hawley (21}
Jeff Krug ('20)
Joshua Ly ('21)
Ed White ('19)

Wellness Committee
Joy Fasick, Chair ('20)
Hope Moore ('21)
Mary Hey ('21)

Rod Petersheim (19)
Ben Simcox ('21)
Connie Werner ('20)

Gifts Discernment Committee
Stacy Petersheim, Chair ('19)
Lee Roland ('19)

Barb Springer (19}

Janet Zimmerman ('20)

Church Retreat
Joelle Beck ('19)
Amanda Musselman (19)

Child Protection Committee
Joy Fasick, Chair

Joelle Beck

Rindy Lamb

Debbie Bauman

Sue Weigel

Tara Hess




